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CALL TO ORDER  
  
A meeting of the Upper Allen Township Historical Architectural Review Board was called to order on 
Tuesday, November 16, 2021 at 7:06 p.m. at the Upper Allen Township Municipal Building. The 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all, and Roll Call was taken by Chair Botchie. All members were 
present.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Cooper to approve the minutes of the October 20, 2020 meeting. The 
MOTION was seconded by Mr. Taylor. The MOTION carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
  
A. Historic District Map 

 
Mr. Taylor asked for an update on the historic district maps.  Ms. Boyer explained there are some 
differences between the current historical map and the map from Historical District Map displayed in 
Early Architecture in Upper Allen Township from 1976.  The differences led to some confusion as to 
whether certain properties near the intersection of South Market Street and Gettysburg Pike were in 
the Shepherdstown Historic District.  The property owner of the homes requested the Board of 
Commissioners make an official determination.  The Commissioners determined the one property 
had no historical significance and was outside the boundary of the Historic District. 
 
Ms. Boyer said staff is currently reviewing the historical data surrounding the creation of the districts, 
but little information is available.  At one time, six districts were proposed.  Two of the six districts 
were proposed to try and stop new developments from coming into the Township.  Ultimately, four 
districts were adopted, but there is no clear explanation as to which two districts did not make the 
cut and why. 
 
Commissioner Cochran added that the Commissioners included money in the 2022 budget to hire a 
consultant to further research the districts and establish a clear and accurate interpretation of each 
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district.  The consultant will be asked to define the boundaries of each Historic District.  Their 
determination could result in changes to the boundary lines based on their findings.  The consultant 
will work with staff to create a new Historic District Map in GIS to properly identify each property 
included in their respective district.  Commissioner Cochran said he and the other Commissioners 
want to know what reasoning was used to decide which properties were deemed historically 
significant in the Township.    That information is unknown.  The consultant’s findings will help the 
Commissioners and HARB members make informed decisions concerning the Township’s historically 
significant properties and their districts.  The Board of Commissioners has no intention of getting rid 
of any historic districts; they would like to properly identify and document them. 
 
Mr. Taylor asked if there was any interest in creating a historical property list instead of districts.  Ms. 
Boyer said that both staff and the Board of Commissioners have expressed interest in having a 
comprehensive list.  The consultant will be asked to not only identify the properties in the existing 
Historic Districts, but also determine – based on their findings – whether a list or a district would be 
more appropriate.  As a second step in the process, the consultant could be asked to create a 
comprehensive list of all historically significant properties in the Township that may need to be 
preserved without creating an official district.  Defined rules and procedures would then need to be 
established for those properties.  Ms. Boyer also noted that if a comprehensive list were created, the 
HARB would not oversee the review of any alterations to these properties.  HARB’s oversight is 
strictly for review of alterations on properties within established historic districts. 
 
Ms. LaFond offered to do further research.  She said she may know of someone (possibly Pat 
Finkenbinder) who may be able to help provide additional insight on why the districts were created.  
Ms. LaFond would also be willing to help answer any questions the consultant may have concerning 
the districts. 
 
Ms. Boyer said that once the consultant provides their findings, they will review and seek input from 
the HARB.  The Board of Commissioners would like HARB’s support before they make any final 
determinations. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. 814 McCormick Rd 
 
Theodore Zinn Sr. of 1408 Marene Dr. Harrisburg, PA 17109 presented a request for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness on behalf of the homeowners, Ching and Rachel Pham. Mr. Zinn said the addition 
will be a 12’ x 17’ addition attached to the rear of the home. The addition would barely be visible 
from the road and all measures have been taken to match the addition to the original structure.  
 
Mr. Grottola asked if the addition will have a crawl space.  Mr. Zinn said there would be a concrete 
footer used to create a crawl space for the addition. 
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Chair Botchie said he was not in favor of vinyl windows.  He also wanted to discuss alternative 
exterior finishes.  He asked if there could be an overhang instead of the flat roof to match the existing 
home.  He also wanted to see the roof be made of shingles or another alternative instead of a rubber 
roof since there were shingles on the existing porch roof and home.  Mr. Zinn said the property 
owner can add Pella wood windows if the board desires them.  Mr. Zinn said there would be no issues 
incorporating shingles on the roof. 
 
Ms. LaFond felt the architectural rending was misleading.  The roof depth was significantly shallower 
than what is shown on the property.  The porch is also much deeper.  Mr. Zinn said the rendering was 
meant to be an example of how the addition might look on the property; not all images were done to 
scale. 
 
No public comments. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Taylor to recommend approval of the application with conditions.  The 
MOTION was seconded by Vice-Chair Adler.  The MOTION carried unanimously (7-0). The conditions 
are: 
 

1. Wood windows must be installed instead of vinyl. 
2. The roof should be a standing seam metal roof or asphalt shingles to match the existing roof. 
3. The overhang on the addition shall match in depth and style of that on the brick house. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Chair Botchie asked for an update on the Township’s Park at 1215 McCormick Road.  Ms. Boyer said 
that the Open House sessions were well-received, and more than 200 residents provided input for 
the Master Plan.  Commissioner Cochran also stated that whatever is put in at the park must be 
something residents are willing to drive to.  He also noted that the consultant contacted the 
neighbors closest to the park property to seek their input and thoughts as to what would be some 
good uses for the property.  The consultant also reached out to various department staff for their 
input.  The neighboring residents’ initial input suggested a horse farm use, and there was an 
organization looking to use the space as such.   The Board of Commissioners received an overview of 
the organization’s process and met with Ms. Hocker, business owner of the Total Equine Learning 
Center, to discuss her business proposal.  The Board expressed concerns with several items in her 
proposal, including how she could financially handle 30-40 horses on the property.  Ms. Hocker had 
no other partners to help her with the horses should she not be able to care for them.  The 
responsibility could have fallen onto the Township since the horses were on our property.  There 
were also concerns about the amount of rent she could afford and that she would need to live on the 
property, which violates current park ordinances.  Ultimately, the Board did not approve her request.   
 
Commissioner Cochran said the Board also expressed interest in learning what other residents want 
to see for this park before they make any final decisions as to which types of uses will be 
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incorporated into the park’s Master Plan. Commissioner Cochran also stated that whatever is put in 
at the park must be something residents are willing to drive to.   
 
Commissioner Cochran said that Doug Tilley’s report on the existing farmhouse will be presented to 
the Board of Commissioners at their first meeting in December.  To the best of the Board’s 
knowledge, most of the original iron hinges and window frames are gone.  The last few tenants did 
not take very good care of the property, as there are multiple holes in the walls and floors.  Mr. Tilley 
is also doing an appraisal of the barn, which appears to be in much better shape than the house.  The 
Board has expressed interest in repurposing the barn into a nice facility to be used in the Township.  
There is electric and water running through different points on the property.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, Mr. Grottola made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Cooper 
seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m. 


